EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION

THE author of these letters, Princess Marie Radziwill, a
Frenchwoman by birth, was a daughter of the marquis de
Castellane and a great-niece of Prince Talleyrand. She mar-
ried Prince Antoine Radziwill at the age of seventeen. Her
husband, a member of this leading European family, had been
a great personal friend of William, King of Prussia, and
subsequently the first German Emperor, whose military aide-
de-camp he was. Later he became a close friend of his
grandson, the last Emperor, William II. When they were
first married Princess Marie lived with her husband and his
relatives in Berlin at the Radziwill Palace, since the residence
of the Chancellors of the German Reich.

Princess Marie Radziwill occupied a leading position in
society in Berlin and in Europe which enabled her to meet
most if not all the principal actors who took part in the drama
of World politics up to tie outbreak of the Great War. She
had one son and two daughters, Helen and "Betfca." Her
elder daughter "Betka," whose letters she often quotes in this
correspondence, married Count Potocki, an Austrian Pole
and the owner of large estates in Galicia. He was a Privy
Councillor and a Chamberlain at the Court of Vienna. Her
younger daughter married Count Joseph Potocki, a member
of the same family. He held an appointment at the Russian
Court and possessed estates in Russian Poland.

General Count Mario di Robilant, the recipient of these
letters, had arrived in Berlin in the year 1885 to take up his